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. The generous initiative of the President, tending to create bases for
the reestablishment of peace, has been received and taken into con-
sideration by the Imperial Ottoman Government in the same friendly
obliging (?) which manifests itself in the President's communication.
The President indicates the object which he has at heart and leaves
open the choice of that path leading to this object. The Imperial
Government considers a direct exchange of ideas as the most efficacious
means of attaining the desired result.
In conformity with its declaration of the twelfth of this month, in
which it stretched forth its hand for peace negotiations, the Imperial
Government has the honor of proposing the immediate meeting, in a
neutral country, of delegates of the belligerent powers.
The Imperial Government is likewise of opinion that the great work
of preventing future wars can only be commenced after the end of
the present struggle between the nations. When this moment shall
have arrived the Imperial Government will be pleased to collaborate
with the United States of America and with the other neutral powers
in this sublime task.
(Signed)	Halil.
Elkus.
No. 7.   Partition of Asiatic Turkey.
1916 (Spring).
THIS secret agreement between Prance, Great Britain and Russia
apparently took definite form early in 1916. This agreement was
disclosed by the Soviet Russian foreign office, 1917.
REFERENCES.—Izvestua, November 24, 1917; J. Seymour Cocks,
"Secret Treaties/7 op. cit.; Manchester Guardian, January 19, 1918.
As a result of negotiations which took place in London and Petrograd
in the Spring of 1916, the Allied British, French and Russian Govern-
ments came to an agreement as regards the future delimitation of
their respective zones of influence and territorial acquisitions in Asiatic
Turkey, as well as the formation in Arabia of an independent Arab
State, or a federation of Arab States. The general principles of the
agreement are as follows:
Russia obtains the provinces of Erzerum, Trebizond, Van, and
Bitlis, as well as territory in the southern part of Kurdistan, along
the line Mush-Sert-Ibn-Omar~Amajie-Persian frontier. The limit of
Russian acquisitions on the Black Sea coast will be fixed later on
at a point lying west of Trebizond.
France obtains the coastal strip of Syria, the vilayet of Adana, and
the territory bounded on the south by a line Aintab-Mardin to the
future Russian frontier, and on the north by a line Ala Dagh-Zara-
Egin-Kharput.
Great Britain obtains the southern part of Mesopotamia with Bagh-
dad, and stipulates for herself in Syria the ports of Haifa and Acre.
By agreement between France and England, the zone between the
French and the British territories forms a confederation of Arab

